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decision at the end of that month, came to its crisis
when June was passing into July, revised and consid-
erably altered its decisions throughout August, and
dissolved on September i7th. The ticking of the
clock can be heard right through its proceedings and
it can still be heard throughout the processes of the
American Constitution. A member of the House of
Representatives is elected for two years, a President
for four, and a Senator for six. The dates of their
elections are fixed by the Constitution, and all the
elaborate mechanism of constitutional amendment had
to be put in operation a few years ago torenable the
interval between a President's election and his as-
sumption of office to be shortened by some weeks.

All American politics are governed by the calendar
and American life appears to regulate itself by the
constitutional clock. Thus, the history of the World
was substantially affected by the fact that 1916 was a
Presidential year and 1941 was not, and arrangements
which, unless foreign policy remains common ground
between parties, will put the United States out of
action internationally for about one year in every
four have still to be correlated with the march of
events. In British politics the calendar does not count.
In the last two and a half centuries Parliament has
fixed the term of its life first at three years, then at
seven, and then at five, and in no case has the term
meant very much. The life of a Parliament can al-
ways be prolonged by its own legislation or shortened
by dissolution. In the British Constitution time does
noc exist, because the Crown is immortal; in the Amer-